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EU Vision for Agriculture and Food

Delivered!

Livestock workstream

CAP simplification package

Water resilience Strateqgy
Post 2027 CAP
Generational Renewal Strateqy
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Bioeconomy Strategy

Next steps include:
O Livestock Strategy (Q2 2026)

O New EU strategic approach to R&l to improve the
competitiveness of agriculture, forestry and rural areas (Q2 2026)

O Protein Strategy (Q2 2026)
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https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy/cap-overview/committees-and-expert-groups/livestock-workstream_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_1205
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/publications/european-water-resilience-strategy_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy/cap-post-2027-next-eu-budget_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/overview-vision-agriculture-food/generational-renewal_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14555-Towards-a-circular-regenerative-and-competitive-bioeconomy_en

Work stream on livestock
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On-farm sustainability

Production standards

Water resilience

More targeted CAP post 2027

Simplification
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Carbon farming
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Animal welfare update
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the Civil Dialogue Groups and Expert Groups of Agricultural Markets
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https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/expert-groups-register/screen/expert-groups/consult?lang=en&groupId=3879&tab=meetings

Work stream on livestock
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/16832-EU-livestock-strategy_en

New R&I Strategic Approach to futureproofing
agriculture, forestry and rural areas
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Announced in the Vision for agriculture and food; results forestry and
referred to in the Life Sciences Strategy.

It will update and replace the 2016 Strateqgic Approach to EU Agricultural R&l.
Main objectives:

o R&l that enables the ambition of the Vision for Agriculture and Food for attractiveness,
competitiveness, sustainability, resilience and fairness.

o Long-term framework for co-creating R&I priorities on agriculture, forestry and rural areas.

o Reflect on current policy developments: related initiatives, opportunities in the next Multi-
annual Financial Framework - in particular HE and ECF.

o Adoption planned for mid-2026
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https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/horizon2020/items/33294

Stakeholder consultation

Different consultation activities are being organised to
collect feedback from all relevants takeholders.

This feedback will support the co-creation and future
implementation of the R&I Strategic Approach.

A survey was launched during the session "The
future of EU agri-food: data & innovation for food
security" at the EU Agri-Food Days 2025 and
promoted on the AGRI website and through social
media.

Relevant stakeholder groups were contacted.
Survey period: 15 December 2025 — 25 January 2026

Total responses received: 706

EU AGRI-FOOD
DAY'S | Fosa ot agrieaiture

Future-proofing EU Agri-Food through research and innovation

We would like to hear your views to
help identify the priorities.

The consultation is open until
25 January 2026.

Future-proofing EU Agri-Food
through research and
innovation

The Commission would like to hear your
views to help identify the priorities.

The consultation is open until 25 January
2026.

Give your feedback —>
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https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/eu-agri-food-days_en?pk_source=newsletter&pk_medium=email&pk_campaign=AgriFoodDays_SaveTheDate&pk_content=Landing

Stakeholders Profile

Academic/research institution

A citizen

Company/business (including SMEs, startups, scaleups)
Business association

Farmer and/or forester and/or rural organisation

Farmer and/or forester and/or rural actor

Public authority

Non-governmental organisation (NGO)

Consumer organisation

Other

37 (5.3%)

55 (7.8%)

54 (7.7%)

1(04%)

44 (6.3%)

269 (38.4%)

« Academic and research institutions form the largest group (38.4%)
« Citizens account for 14.8%, showing strong individual engagement
» Rural & land-based actors represent 13.4%
» Market & business actors contribute 11.4%
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Q1.2. New Strategic Approach contribution areas

While the 2016 objectives remain valid, 82-94% of stakeholders support addressing
new areas, indicating broad agreement on expanding the strategy's scope

Foster sustainability of ag sectors

Attract new generations 39%

Enable systems in harmony with nature

Strengthen SME competitiveness 49%

%Y'e

Accelerate innovation uptake

Generate bioeconomy opportunities

%EE

Strengthen knowledge systems
Leverage innovative technologies

Foster co-creation in living labs

Provide new business models 5.4%

Address consumer needs 37%
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Q2.1. Current state of the EU valorisation of R&l results
through the “EU research and innovation ecosystem”

46-64% consider that the current EU valorisation ecosystem needs to be improved.

Start-ups receive sufficient support to scale up

R&l results valorised through start-up creation

SMEs receive sufficient support for innovation

Scale-ups receive sufficient support for market deployment

Sufficient strategic investments in infrastructure

Seamless investment journey from research to market

. : 0 20 40 60 80
No Opinion M Disagree M Agree Percentage (%)

22.8%

171%

21.0%

13.7%
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Q2.2. Fostering a “seamless investment journey”

® 72-82% of stakeholders support the five proposed solutions to improve the investment journey.

® Higher "No Opinion" rates (16-19%) suggest some stakeholders are less familiar with new
mechanisms such as the ECF and National and Regional Partnerships Plans

Stronger valorisation support in R&I actions (proof of concept) 97%
Greater use of funding for start-ups, scale-ups, SMEs 10.8%
Bidirectional synergies between R&I and start-up support 14.6%
Synergies: Horizon Europe & Competitiveness Fund 16.5%
Synergies: EU funds & National/Regional Plans 19.4%
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Multiannual Financial Framework:
An ambitious budget

European Competitiveness Fund

(incl. Horizon Europe), Innovation Fund 41bn not
included

National and Regional

409
Partnership Plans
p 21% Erasmus+
& AgoraEU
* From 52 to 16 programmes alonel
. s Europe
* Simpler for beneficiaries Total CEF

EUR 2 trillion

Results oriented Civil protection and health

Single Market Programme

* More agile 293 Other Euratom Research & Training
CFSP
15% Justice
Nuclear Decommissioning
ocT
Ceilings continue to be based on a 2% fixed deflator when Pericles
EU inflation is between 1% and 3%. When inflation is below
1% or above 3%, adjustment made based on actual
inflation. NextGenerationEU
repayment

All amounts in EUR, current prices, adjusted with 2% deflator
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https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/eu-budget/long-term-eu-budget/eu-budget-2028-2034_en

The structure of the new Horizon Europe
Pillar | Pillar Il
Ifll AND SOCETY

EXCELLENT
SCIENCE

COMPETITIVENESS'® :
1. Clean Transition and Industrial

EUROPEAN RESEARCH COUNCIL

Decarbonisation
2. Health, Biotech, Agriculture and
Bioeconomy
3. Digital leadership
4, Resilience and Security, Defence Industry
and Space

MARIE SKLODOWSKA-CURIE ACTIONS

SCIENCE FOR EU POLICIES

SOCIETY:
1. Clobal societzl challenges

2. EU Missions

3. New European Bauhaus Facility

! Consistent with activities under the European Competitiveness Fund‘

Indicative budget : EUR 75.9 billion, of which:
EUR 68.3 billion for ‘Competitiveness’:

Pillar I1I
INNOVATION

Pillar IV

EUROPEAN
RESEARCH AREA

EUROPEAN INNOVATION COUNCIL ERA POLICIES

INNOVATION ECOSYSTEMS AND
THE KNOWLEDGE TRIANGLE

RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY
INFRASTRUCTURES

WIDENING PARTICIPATION AND
SPREADING EXCELLENCE

EUR 25.3 billion for ‘Clean Transition and Industrial Decarbonisation’
EUR 19.7 billion for ‘Health, Biotech, Agriculture and Bioeconomy’
EUR 16.9 billion for ‘Digital Leadership’

EUR 6.4 billion for ‘Resilience and Security, Defence Industry and Space’

EUR 7.6 billion for ‘Society’

= Excellent Science (44,1)
= Innovation (38,8)

Horizon Europe total budget EUR 175

billion (current prices)
Figures all in EUR billion

European
Research
Area
(16,2)

Excellent Science
(44,1)

Innovation (38,8)

Competitiveness
and Society (75,9)

= Competitiveness and Society (75,9)
= European Research Area (16,2)
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Synergies for competitiveness
& innovation

Competitivenes

v
EUR 20,4 bio
Health, biotech,
Agriculture and
Bioeconomy v
Horizon Europe (FP10 v
T Excellent |
E science i
Collaborative research under v
Health, biotech, agriculture and
bioeconomy EUR 19,7 bio
o EU Missions | v

Key features of ECF

Main goals: increasing technological and economic impact, reducing
strategic dependencies, attracting private investment, and supporting
infrastructure and SMEs.

ECF toolbox: Grants, procurement, industrial policy tools ECF Invest
EU instruments (loans , equity, guarantees)

Project Advisory services, and

streamline access to funding.

support SME collaboration,

ECF will invest in skills: Skills Guarantee; upskilling and reskilling, and
foster public-private partnerships between universities, VET providers,
businesses, in particular SMEs, social partners and applied research
institutes.

ECF: Work programme based implementation: annual or multi-annual
format. The ECF work programmes will include collaborative
research and innovation actions, in a specific dedicated part. The ECF
work programmes should also set out policy priorities that will steer EIC
challenges.



Challenges for innovative SMES, startups and scaleups

Issues ind icated i n EC F . “Valley of Death” (1) “Valley of Death” (2)
 access to finance
\‘\ Scale-up "/ ] ‘[lnml ‘\\‘ ‘,” /

 lack of entrepreneurial skills

FINANCIAL INVESTMENT

 lack of access technology
infrastructure

- difficulties in protecting IP

RESEARCH PROTOTYPE PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT  COMMERCIALISATION MARKET MATURITY

MOST TECHNOLOGY RISK » LEAST

« difficulties in accessing export

H . Up-to-pilot First Demonstration Second Full scale factory

order to develop their

. . . . PP ndi Types of funding Types of funding
internationalisation activities Tipes of fandig -Eauity “Eauity
- Debt - Senior Debt
- High risk equity - Grants

JRC report : Innovation in the EU: technological and creative performances in numbers across
urban and rural regions:

Urban-rural innovation divide: new metrics reveals rural regions that excel - Joint Research Centre ﬁ

=
* Rural regions receive only around 12% of total EU R&D investments, despite hosting 21% of the “
EU population
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https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/urban-rural-innovation-divide-new-metrics-reveals-rural-regions-excel-2026-02-27_en
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news-and-updates/urban-rural-innovation-divide-new-metrics-reveals-rural-regions-excel-2026-02-27_en

ECF tools supporting SMEs

Cross cutting tools

» Scale up facility (ECF Invest EU): set of
targeted financing tools (Article 22)

» Project advisory
» EU for Business network
» Business support:

such as support and assistance for

+ access to technologies

+ technology infrastructure and facilities
+ market uptake of innovation

+ support business organisations

+ facilitation access to markets including through support to
the internationalisation of SMEs and provision of market
intelligence

+ Intellectual propriety valorization
+ Standard setting

+ Public procurement

Tools in the policy windows
Article 29

"Each window shall support dedicated,
sector-specific actions targeting start-ups,
SMEs and small mid-cap companies or calls
for SMEs in strategic sectors with a view to
fostering innovation, business acceleration,
commercialisation and scalingup. "

Recital (81) "such as bonus systems"
Article 26

..."Project advisory shall be available
under each policy window"...

Article 30: Support for skills development

"...strengthen cooperation between VET
providers and businesses, especially
SMEs and connecting them with regional
industrial ecosystems"
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Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are
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